
 

 

The Most Reverend Gregory J. Mansour — Eparchial Bishop 

The Very Reverend Dominique Hanna — Rector 

Deacon Peter Frangie 

Subdeacon Norbert Vogl  

Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Cathedral 
113 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 

(718) 624-7228  OLOLC.org 

Cathrectory@verizon.net  

 
Divine Liturgy Schedule   Tuesday through Saturday at 10:00 AM 
      Sunday at 9:00 AM and 11:30 AM 
      Holy Day To Be Announced 
      St. Sharbel the 22nd of each month  
      at 7:30 PM except on Saturday or Sunday  
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament First Friday of the month at 10:40 until noon 
 
 
Reconciliation    10:15 AM to 10:45 AM Sunday 
      11:00 AM to 11:45 AM First Friday  
      and upon request. 
 
Initiation Rites (Baptism—Chrismation) Parents and Godparents must meet  
      with the Rector for instruction and   
      then a time will be set for the Baptism  
      and Chrismation of the child. 
       

Mystery of Crowning (Marriage)  Rector must be notified at least six   
      months in advance to set up instruction. 
 
Hospital and Sick Calls   Notify the Rector as soon as possible. 
 
New Parishioners    All are welcome at Our Lady of  
      Lebanon Cathedral. Please notify the Office 
      of the Rector to become a member. 



Eleventh Sunday of the Pentecost 
August 18th, 2019 

 

Sun. August 18  11th Sunday of Pentecost   
   9:00 am  Intentions of the Parishioners  
   11:30 am  Lody Bandali Abi Mansour, Yvonne Gholam Sidaoui 
     Joseph Sidaoui, Joseph Abi Mansour   Req. By Claude Sidaoui 
 

Mon. August 19   NO LITURGY     St. Luke of Baalbek 
     
 

Tues. August 20   10 am Divine Liturgy     St. Bernard, Doctor of the Church  
     
 

Wed. August 21   10 am Divine Liturgy      
     
 

Thurs. August 22   10 am Divine Liturgy     
     
 

Fri.    August 23   10 am Divine Liturgy     St. Isaac the Syriani 
     
 

Sat. August 24    10 am Divine Liturgy     
     
 

Sun. August 25  12th Sunday of Pentecost   
   9:00 am  For Manuel Villegas on his Birthday in Thanks to the Sacred Heart of Jesus  
   11:30 am  Intentions of the Parishioners  
 

Financial Standing July 2019 
 

Ordinary Income 
Sundays & Holy Days Collections: $7,448 
 

Cathedral Stipends from Marriages & Funerals, Lower 
Hall Rent, Candles, Breakfast, Luncheon,  Bake Sale, 
Dues, Religious Education, flowers, ….: $645.53 
Total Ordinary Income: $8,093.53 
 

Ordinary Expense 
Payroll, Gas, Electricity, Building and Medical Insur-
ances, Leasing Equipments, TV, Phone, Internet, 
Church, Hall & Office Supplies, Postage, Regular 
Maintenance, Charity, Eparchial Appeal, Insurance,...  
Total Ordinary Expense:  $15,826.40 
Total Ordinary Income vs Expense: $7,732.87 

 
We also brought in some extraordinary income in 
the amount of: $29,566.67 (which included Library 
Rent, Donations for specific projects, and the Capital 
Campaign) 
 
Thus, we had to use some of our extraordinary in-
come for ordinary expense to make “ends meet.”  
It is our hope that ALL extraordinary expense 
could be set aside for major improvements for the 
Cathedral.  Thus, we need everyone’s help.  

 

Thank you for your contribution  
in helping maintain the Church and 

in planning different activities 

Sunday Readings  

Lectors and Ushers (age 16 and up) are needed.  
Please email the church to become one  

 

August 18, 2019  11th Sunday of the Pentecost  
 Reading: Ephesians 2: 17-22 
 Gospel: Luke 19: 1-10 
 Lectors: 9:00 am  Raymond Gill 
  11:30 am Roger Shammas - English  
  11:30 am Leila Vogl - Arabic  
 

August 25, 2019  12th Sunday of the Pentecost  
 Reading: Ephesians 3: 1-13, 
 Gospel: Matthew 15: 21-28 
 Lectors: 9:00 am  Raymond Gill 
  11:30 am Patrick Elhowayek - English  
  11:30 am Lina Fakhoury - Arabic  
 

September 1, 2019  13th Sunday of the Pentecost  
 Reading: 1 Corinthians 3: 1-11 
 Gospel: Luke 8: 1-15 
 Lectors: 9:00 am  Raymond Gill 
  11:30 am Patrick Abou-Chrouch - English  
  11:30 am Mary Eladem - Arabic  
 

September 8, 2019  Exaltation of the Holy Cross  
 Reading: 1 Corinthians 1: 18-25 
 Gospel: John 12: 20-32 
 Lectors: 9:00 am  Raymond Gill 
  11:30 am Norbert Vogl - English  
  11:30 am Norma Haddad  - Arabic  
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Dear Beloved Parishioners:  
A word of thanks, after a month off from sending the bulle-
tin, goes to all of you for your support during my time in 
Lebanon visiting my family.  I am grateful to Subdeacon 
Norbert and Subdeacon–candidate Adonis for helping the 
different priests who covered for me during my absence 
and for making sure the Divine Liturgy was prepared for in 
a way worthy of the celebration of the most important act 
of worship, the Eucharist.   
 

Last Sunday, I did not have enough time during the homily 
to explain more about the verse that talks about blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit.  Matthew 12: 31 reads, “Therefore I 
tell you, people will be forgiven for every sin and blasphe-
my, but blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.”  
Without denying that this is a hard verse to explain, it is 
always very beneficial to study it in its context.  Verse 31 is 
part of the story where Jesus healed a person possessed by 
a demon who was blind and mute, so he was able to see 
and speak (Matthew 12: 22-32).  Upon witnessing the mira-
cle, the crowd was amazed and wondered if Jesus might be 
the Son of David.  Nonetheless, when the Pharisees heard 
about what happened, they said, “It is only by Beelzebul, 
the prince of demons, that Jesus casts out demons.”   
 

The Jewish tradition understood illness as the result of sin.  
This person’s state in their understanding was very bad as 
he was not only mute, but also blind which pointed to de-
monic possession.  In the mind of the Pharisees, this person 
was doomed and could not be saved because the sin he had 
committed was very grave and could not be forgiven.  Ac-
tually, in the entire New Testament, there is only one story 
in Mark 7: 31-37 that comes close to this one.  It recalls 
Jesus curing a deaf man who had an impediment in his 
speech.  Therefore, this healing in Matthew stands unique 
in comparison to other miracles.  The Pharisees could not 
believe that a person in such a condition could be healed 
which meant his sins were forgiven and he could be saved.  
Instead of praising God for bringing a great healing to this 
person and making him whole, they went after the healer, 
Jesus, to prove him wrong because he was putting their 
teaching on forgiveness in jeopardy.   
 

Article 1864 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
states, “There are no limits to the mercy of God, but anyone 
who deliberately refuses to accept his mercy by repenting, 
rejects the forgiveness of his sins and the salvation offered 
by the Holy Spirit.  Such hardness of heart can lead to final 
impenitence and eternal loss.”  Thus, as Pope Saint John 
Paul II in his encyclical Dominum et Vivificantem writes, 
“Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, then, is the sin com-
mitted by the person who claims to have a ‘right’ to persist 
in evil – in any sin at all – and who thus rejects Redemp-
tion. One closes oneself up in sin, thus making impossible 
one's conversion, and consequently the remission of sins, 
which one considers not essential or not important for one's 
life. This is a state of spiritual ruin, because blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit does not allow one to escape from 
one's self-imposed imprisonment and open oneself to the 
divine sources of the purification of consciences and of the 
remission of sins.”  When the Pharisees attributed Jesus’ 
healing to the work of the prince of demons, they were ob-
stinately persisting in manifest refusal to accept that God is 
forgiving if the person’s repentance is brought  
about by the Holy Spirit.  

Maronite Catholic Formation (Sunday School) 
Registration for Sunday School is on its way.  It is of ex-
treme importance to hand down the faith to our children 
(1st to 12th Grade) and our Sunday Formation is one 
small way to do so. Thus, everyone is encouraged to reg-
ister their children and not wait to the last minute.  Clas-
ses begin on Sunday, September 22nd at 10am. The pro-
gram will run until the end of June two Sundays of for-
mation each month. Please print the form online and 
email it to Lily Elhaje  

 

75th Anniversary of the First Divine Liturgy at the 
Cathedral  
The Cathedral is announcing the 75th Anniversary of 
the First Divine Liturgy in the Current Location on 
Sunday November 24, 2019.  The celebration begins 
with the Divine Liturgy at 11:30am followed by a 
luncheon at the Dyker Beach Golf Course Catering 
Hall in Brooklyn, NY.  There will also be a Commemo-
rative Book in which pages may be purchased to honor 
beloved living and deceased members of the Cathedral 
Community.  Meanwhile, those who have old pictures 
from the time the Cathedral was dedicated onward, 
please make sure to email them to us, so we can create 
a nice collage.  

 

Altar Server Training  
Subdeacon Norbert will hold an altar server training 
Sunday September 8th after the 11:30 Divine Liturgy.  

 

Housekeeping  
The Brooklyn Public Library’s Lease was renewed on 
July 10th  extending their stay until December 31, 2020.   

 

Pilgrimage:  In The Footsteps of Paul  
A 10-day/8-night trip to Greece including a 3-day 
cruise to the Greek Islands and Turkey, visiting 
Athens, Corinth, Mykonos, Ephesus, Patmos, Crete, 
Santorini. Meteora, Veria, Vergina, Salonica, and Phi-
lippi. Departing April 29, 2020 - $3,498 per person/
double occupancy from New York, including fuel sur-
charge and port taxes. if they register with $500 by July 
29th and save $100. For more information please call 
Marleine Aflak at 1-917-608-2996 or Tony Tannousis 
at 1-718-987-3900 

 

Project Roots 
Bishop Gregory is asking to redouble the efforts to reg-
ister American citizens of Lebanese descent who would 
like to regain their Lebanese citizenship.  Parishioners 
are encouraged to register their births and marriages in 
Lebanon.  Please check Project Root’s new website and 
contact Zahia Abi Habib for more information  

 

Recommendation of the Finance Council  
The Finance Council recommends that parishioners set 
the Church up for automatic bill pay.  This is the best 
way to keep supporting your spiritual home while on 
vacation or out-of-town.  

 

Bulletin Advertisement 
Business owners who would like to advertise their busi-
nesses in the Church bulletin that reaches over 400 
households via email, please call the Cathedral at 718-
624-7228 for more information. 
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The Custom House 
139 Montague Street – Brooklyn Heights, N.Y. 

Find us on Facebook — Phone: 718-643-6000 

Find us on Seamless & Grubhum — we deliver! 
Available for weddings, christenings, birthdays, showers and holiday parties 

 

 

Prearrangement Simplifies a 
Difficult Time 

Cobble Hill Chapels 
171 Court Street, Brooklyn, NY 

The Largest Facility in  
Downtown Brooklyn 

 

(718) 875-1640 

 

Heights Café 
84 Montague Street 

718-625-5555 

Come see us at Dellarocco 
214 Hicks Street — 718-858-1010 

 

Breakfast             Open 7 days a week 
Lunch                                We deliver 

       Dinner 

Teresa’S 
 

80 Montague St., Brooklyn Heights, NY 

718-797-3996 
 

 

LASSEN & HENNIGS 
Delicatessen, Bakery, Catering  

114 Montague Street 

Brooklyn Heights, NY 

718-875-6272 

 

 

  

 
 

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs . . .  

Cedar Abstract & 
Settlement Services Inc. 

259 - 86th Street 
Brooklyn, NY  11209 

718-745-1120 
 

Joseph M. Elhilow, President 

ELHILOW & ASSOCIATES P.C. 

Attorneys at Law 
Serving your legal needs in: 

Personal Injury, Real Estate, Business and Estates 
 

(718) 833-2100                 (718) 833-0476 Fax 
Serving New York and New Jersey 



 

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs  
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The Tenth Annual Benefit Dinner  

The Eparchy of Saint Maron  
 

This Jubilee Event will recognize three special honorees known for their service to their communi-
ties: Tony Loubnan, Antoun Sehnaoui, and Salma Besheer Vahdat.  We honor Tony for his years of 
service to his parish, Saint Sharbel in Somerset, NJ; Antoun who, together with Cardinal Timothy 
Dolan, created the Shrine of Saint Sharbel at Saint Patrick Cathedral; and Salma for her years of 
service to Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral and the Brooklyn community. 
 

The Cathedral Community is proud of having Salma Besheer Vahdat, a Trustee of the church, as an 
honoree.  
 

Join us October 3 for an evening of fun and fellowship with your friends in support of a great 
cause!  



 

Sunday Readings 

 قراءات   اد  
 
 

 

Eleventh Sunday of Pentecost 

 
Letter to the Ephesians 2:17-22 
Jesus came and proclaimed peace to you who were 
far off and peace to those who were near; 
for through him both of us have access in one Spirit 
to the Father. 
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 
you are citizens with the saints and also members of 
the household of God, 
built upon the foundation of the apostles and proph-
ets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 
In him the whole structure is joined together and 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 
in whom you also are built together spiritually into 
a dwelling-place for God.  
 
The Gospel according to Saint Luke 19:1-10.  
He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 
A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief 
tax-collector and was rich. 
 
He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account 
of the crowd he could not, because he was short in 
stature. 
So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see 
him, because he was going to pass that way. 
When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and 
said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for 
I must stay at your house today.’ 
 
So he hurried down and was happy to welcome 
him.  All who saw it began to grumble and said, 
‘He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sin-
ner.’ 
 
Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, ‘Look, 
half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the 
poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I 
will pay back four times as much.’ 
Then Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come 
to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham.  
For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save 
the lost. 
  

 اد     اادي ع   منر    ا   ص ا   اا   ر 
 

  17:2-22 رسياة   ااّ س ب    إاب   لاأ            ب
ي ل    ر و ِك   ُا ِ و ِ   بوااَش او   ِِِديك َك   بَِاِسالك ر َِ   ُاِجشو ِتيو ل   اَِجا   ِاا يا   خَو

ي ر ل  وبَِاسِ   بااَش او   ُايِسو
ولو   ِوُ و و   ُاتك كت ِ   خوا    ُ   ٍك  .ألِدَنِا   بو و   دوِانِا   داِِل ك   ُ فِنِر و   َ    
ر ِ    يشو ينِ و   ُايو  و َك   ِس و ِ   ِِِل َِ   ِِِديك َِ   و    دكِ  َل   بِ ِ   بِِ  ك   اكِسبِا خوذًُ   َِاِِشيك

َك   بِِر و    ل  وِِِل
َك   يِشكتهك   دِِ شك ك   لكتِ    ر َو   وُألِِد ورِاَل   وُاِجشو ِك ِِالو   ُاسو ِِ   ىا    ِِ بكنوريك

يِ   .ِ ِجسك   ُاَ ُوو
ل ًِا   َ    ُاَس   يِ َ َك   ِلِرَِّ ً   سك َك   الكاو ل   َِرِِسيِ و ِِ ك   ُا ونِا  َر و   يِيِِجا

ول نًا    و   َ    ُاسو ِ   ِِِيًتا   يكِ نِتاِ   س ًا   ِسِشَّو  .وَر و   ِِِديك

  

 
 

  1:19-10 لنجي    ااّ س ب   اإقي

لال ِيالا   ِوبِ ِِ   يِِجيِا ك ٍو َِ   يِشكتهك   ِِ َِ  دِ
ي ِ   ِوِانور ا ٍو ْورًشا   اوِا َِاا ٍِ جك ك   ِ اَلال   الااِ    ِِ َٱ   ُ اك ٍِ  .وخوذُِ   

ٍِ   بوِش ِهو   ُاِجِجَو   ألِدَ ك    ِِ   يِِي و واِلااِ   يِِش ِ    اورِِسن   ِس ِ   لكتِ   يِشكتهل   َِاِ
رسِ   ُايِاِس   .الااِ   صِيو

َجِرِ ًَ   اوَِّ    يِِسُسل   ألِاَ   يِشكتهِ   الااِ    ُِ   اك ًىا   ِويِِشاَ ِشسو َِيِيِ َاِ   سك
سَ   بوِ ا ِ سو ًا   ِِاِ   يِجك  .سك

ِِْسسك   خواِِر و   وصِا ِ   اِ ك     َِ   دِ َِ ٍِ َِ   يِشكتهك   خواِ    ُاِجَِّاال    يِا   »ِواَِجا   ِوِ 
ِِ   ُارِتاِ   َ    بِِريو ِ  ِ ل   َِ ِاِ َ   ِِاِ   ِكصور هِ   وُِد و ِِسو  .«ِ اَلال   ِِ

ُ ًٍ و يِِي ِاِ ك   َ    بِِريو و   ِسِشسك ِِ ِسهِ   ِودِِ  ِ   وُ ِِ ِ  .َِأ
واِ   صِاْوار      َكوُ   يِيََِِسسك َِ ِ َك   ذاو ِ   َِأ ر ِِن   ُاِججو ٍِ ِن ِ   »ِو رِ ور ِ   ىو َِ   او َِ دِ

ائو  َِ َو    اك ٍِ». 
َِ   ِوصِا ِ   اواَس       َِ   »َِِسا   ِ اَلا   َِِتصِ ل   ِلا   ِِدِا   ِكِىفو    دوِي   ٍِ يِا   

دو    ٍك َِاِِج ك   ِِِ  ًُ   بوِا َل   َِ ود و    ِِ ِا كيِِسَُل   ِوخاِ   الكِن ك   صِ ِ    ِييِنِرايو    او سك
بِ ِ ِ   ِِِا ِا  ٍِ  .«اِ ك   ِِ
َُِ   »َيِا ِ   اِ ك   يِشكته     َُِ   ُا ِِر ل   ألِاَ   ل ِك   او   ُِ ٍِ   ُا ِِارِتاِ   ِ ا

رِ ِبِسُلو ِو َِ   لكتِ   ِِِيًتا   ُِب ٱ     .ُاَساك
ا وِي ك  ُِ و   ِويك رِِ اِلاِ   ِى و   ُاَتاَْو َِ   او ِدِشااو   ِاا ِو  «َ واَ   ُِب ِ   ُ

  


