Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Cathedral
113 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201

(718) 624-7228 | ololc.org | cathrectory@verizon.net

For emergency call: (202) 829-4779
(910) 988-2421

The Most Reverend Gregory J. Mansour, Eparchial Bishop
The Very Reverend Dominique Hanna, Rector
The Reverend Chuck VanHeusen, Assistant Rector
Subdeacon Norbert Vogl
Subdeacon Adonis El-Asmar
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Sunday of the Announcement to Zechariah
November 19th, 2023

Sun., Nov. 19
9 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners

11:30 am for Micheline Deeb (recently died in Syria)

Sunday of the Announcement to Zechariah / Pope St. Pontian

by Mr. & Mrs. Izzat Moussallem

for Gaby Saykali (recently died in Lebanon) by the Saykali Family

NO LITURGY
St. Gregory of the Decapolis

Mon., Nov. 20

Tues., Nov. 21 10 am Divine Liturgy

Presentation of the Virgin Mary in the Temple
Wed., Nov. 22 10 am Divine Liturgy
7:30 pm Divine Liturgy of St. Sharbel

Sts. Joachim & Anne, Parents of Our Lady, the Virgin Mary

Thurs., Nov. 23 10 am Divine Liturgy

St. Sassine, Bishop of Cyzicus
Fri., Nov. 24 10 am Divine Liturgy
St. Catherine of Alexandria
Sat., Nov. 25 10 am Divine Liturgy
Pope St. Clement

Sun., Nov. 26
9 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners

11:30 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners

Sunday of the Announcement to the Virgin Mary / St. Peter, Patriarch of Alexandria

October 2023 Financial Standing
Ordinary Income
¢ Collections on Sundays & Holy Days: $9,033.98
¢ Cathedral Stipends from Marriages & Funerals, Hall Rent, Can-
dles, Breakfast, Luncheon, Raffle, Dues, Religious Education,
Flowers .... $57,298.43
Total Ordinary Income: $66,332.41

Ordinary Expenses
¢ Payroll, Gas, Electricity, Building Insurance and Medical Insur-
ance, Leasing Equipment, TV, Phone, Internet, Supplies for
Church, Hall & Office, Postage, Regular Maintenance, Charity,
Eparchial Appeal, Insurance....$46,606.89
Total Ordinary Expenses: $46,606.89

Total Ordinary Income vs Expenses: $19,725.52
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Do you know? A couple of basic monthly expenses:

Cathedral monthly building insurance: $3,844.00

The Monthly Eparchial Assessment & Bishop’s Appeal will in-
crease from $2,125 to 2,670 a month starting January 2024.

The Cathedral’s Building Insurance increased 14.3% this year.
We paid $46,122 for the year.

Thank you for your contribution
in helping maintain the Church
and in planning different activities

HELP LEBANON!

PRAY FOR

LEBANON

BY CHECK:

Make your donation to
Lebanon by sending a
check to the Eparchy
of St. Maron of Brook-
lyn and in the memo
designate your charity
either to Caritas, Leba-

. non, Saint Vincent de

Paul or The Franciscan
Sisters of the Holy

-~ Cross.
L'-;"'

ONLINE:

You may also donate
online by clicking
here.

FAMILY-TO-FAMILY HELP
THROUGH CARITAS LEBANON
In coordination with Caritas Lebanon, a family in
the United States is now able to sponsor a family
in Lebanon. The sponsorship varies from $50 to
$100 per month depending on the size and the

need of the family.

Please click here to sponsor a family.



https://www.stmaron.org/donate-for-lebanon
https://www.caritaslebanon.org/media/1/CaritasFamiliesLeb%20for%20sponsorship2021(7).pdf

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS
MYO Friendsgiving
The MYO will have a friendsgiving dinner on Saturday, November 18th, at 5:30 pm at the Church. Please make sure
to bring a friend and a dish and RSVP to Andrea Safi, Chrystelle Diab or Vanessa Nassour.

Annual Bake Sale Sponsored by the Confraternity
The Annual Winter Bake Sale sponsored by the Confraternity will take place on December 2nd & 3rd. If you would
like to help by baking goods or donating to the bake sale, please see one of the members of the Confraternity.

Christmas Retreat
The Knights are sponsoring a Christmas Retreat on Saturday, December 9th, starting at 9 am with the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. Please see the flyer on the next page for more details .

The Knights Christmas Party
The Knights will have their annual Christmas Party on December 16th in the Church Hall. Please see the flyer on the
next page for more details.

Family Christmas Party

Sponsored by the Sunday School, the Cathedral invites all parishioners to a luncheon to celebrate Christmas on De-
cember 10th in the Church Hall. Families are welcome, especially the kids, for a fun afternoon with Santa and other
surprises. During the 11:30 Liturgy that day, the children will enact the Christmas story.

Christmas Novena December 15th to 23rd

Starting on December 15th, until December 23rd, the parish will pray the Christmas Novena every evening at 7:30 pm
except Sunday. The tradition of praying nine days before Christmas is a great way to be prepared to welcome God
among us.

Sloan Kettering Toy Drive

A Christmas Toy Drive for the children (newborn and up) at Sloan Kettering Cancer Center is in effect until Decem-
ber 20th. All toys must be brand new and unwrapped, not used, no stuffed animals, no clothes. For your gifts, a big
box has been placed in the Cathedral to the far right of the Altar for your convenience.

Eparchial Vocation Video
A vocation is a calling, a unique path that God has designed for each one of us. It can manifest in various forms—as a

priest, a religious sister, a monk, or as lay faithful. Every vocation is a gift and an opportunity to make a positive im-
pact in the world. It is important to take a moment to listen to the whisper of one’s heart. That whisper might be call-
ing one towards a special life of service, love, and purpose. Bishop Gregory is inviting you to view and share this vid-
eo produced by Nadim Khalid, one of our seminarians, with the help of our eparchy vocation team, and to discover
and nurture the vocation that God has placed within you, and be faithful to his call no matter where it leads.

Sixth Pastoral Letter of Bishop Gregory John Mansour

The Man of God Is a Man for Others is the most recent pastoral letter of Bishop Gregory. The Bishop said, “The
words were born in my heart out of love from one man to another. But I hope my words will also be helpful to women
as well.” Please click here to read the letter.

Saint Sharbel Spiritual Life Center in Pittsburgh, PA

Through God’s goodness, the Eparchy has a wonderful opportunity to better serve the faithful through the creation of
the Saint Sharbel Spiritual Life Center in Pittsburg, PA. This initiative can be a source of spiritual renewal for the
people of the Eparchy. Please see more information and how you may donate here. Prayerfully consider how you can
help promote this initiative and, God willing, participate in making this dream come true.

St. Maron Gala

Please join us for our 97th Annual St. Maron Day Gala. The celebration will also recognize the Twentieth Anniversary
of Bishop Gregory Mansour's Ordination to the Episcopacy. The event will be on Saturday, February 3rd, at Russo's
on the Bay. Cocktail hour begins at 8pm followed by dinner, dancing and an auction. Entertainment will be by Remon
Maamari and band. Tickets are $200 for adults and $100 for children under 12. Please contact Darine Safi (347) 336-
5265 or Georges Elhaje (646) 691-9925 to make your reservations and submit payment. A Commemorative Book to
honor Bishop Gregory is also being put together. Please click here to fill out the form for the book. Contact Mike Na-
ber (917) 612-4004 if you have any question.

Interested in Joining the Choir?

The choir of the Cathedral would like to welcome anyone interested in joining them to praise the Lord in a more dedi-
cated way. We are also looking for someone who knows the Maronite music to play the organ. Members of the Choir
meet on Zoom every Wednesday to plan for Sunday. Please make sure to see Christiane Merhej after the 11:30 Di-
vine Liturgy if you would like to join.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXs0sueKuYU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXs0sueKuYU
https://www.stmaron.org/press-releases/the-man-of-god-is-a-man-for-others-cir2350
https://www.stmaron.org/press-releases/the-man-of-god-is-a-man-for-others-cir2350
https://www.stmaron.org/press-releases/saint-sharbel-spiritual-life-center
http://ololc.org/doc/Ad%20Book%20Request%20Form.pdf
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Christmas Refreat
Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral
Sponsored by the Knights of St. Maron

(113 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201)

Saturday, December 9, 2023
Spending Timg
Un Bethlehem, the House of Bread!

L Tha Criahavad L

+ 9:00-9:50 Confession
+ 10:00-11:00 Divine Litungy
v 11:15-12:15pm Lst Talk
+ 12:30pm-1:30pm Lunch

+ 1:45pm-2:45pm 2nd Talk

Donation $30

Parishioners and friends — All are Welcome!

RSVP: No later than Saturday, December 9, 2023
Subdeacon Adonis El-Asmar

Mebile call or text: (917) B35-3075

email: adoniselasmar@gmail com




Sunday Readings
PG

Sunday of the Announcement to Zechariah

Letter to the Romans 4: 13-25

The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void.
For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.
For this reason, it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace
and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it
is written, ‘I have made you the father of many nations’) in the presence of the
God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the
things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become
‘the father of many nations’, according to what was said, ‘So numerous shall
your descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own
body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old),
or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him
waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave
glory to God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had prom-
ised. Therefore, his faith ‘was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now the words,
‘it was reckoned to him’, were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It
will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the
dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our
justification.

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke 1:1-25

Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the events that
have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed on to us by those who
from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, I too decided,
after investigating everything carefully from the very first, to write an orderly
account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the truth con-
cerning the things about which you have been instructed. In the days of King
Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priest-
ly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Eliza-
beth. Both of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all
the commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had no children, be-
cause Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. Once when he
was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, he was chosen by
lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord
and offer incense. Now at the time of the incense-offering, the whole assembly of
the people was praying outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of the
Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him,
he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him, ‘Do not
be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will
bear you a son, and you will name him John. You will have joy and gladness, and
many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He
must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with
the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God.
With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of
parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to
make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah said to the angel, ‘How
will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in
years.” The angel replied, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I
have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. But now, be-
cause you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will
become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.” Meanwhile, the
people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the sanctuary.
When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had
seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable
to speak. When his time of service was ended, he went to his home. After those
days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in seclusion.
She said, ‘This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favorably on me
and took away the disgrace I have endured among my people.’
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Kindly patronize the following with all your needs

Moot CEDARS

Iinsured and Licensed CONSTRUCTION

Sam @ cedarsconstruction.com 3 4 7 s 5 3 7 - 8 6 6 1

Best Care Pharmacy

8510 3rd Ave. * Brooklyn, NY 11209 e Free Delivery
(718) 680-9855 Fax: (718) 680-9856 Covip. ;9

Western Union Bill Payments Money Orders Copy Fax ATM Photo acci; t
FLU PNEUMONIA SHINGLES VACCINES = Passport Pictures * Photo Processing ”atlan

Comptech St. Charbel In Every Home || Prearrangement Simplifies a
The Best HD IPTV Subscription Service Provid — Difficult Time

ubscription Service Provider = — 4

L& Y Plaster on Wood Cobble Hill
Size: 12"x9" in Chapels

171 Court Street,
Brooklyn, NY

; Engraved Wood The Largest Facility in

Frame Downtown Brooklyn
Size: 8"2"x512" (718) 875-1640

Statue

Size: 24''x9"

; @ e < Please call or email
! Maurice Kinani
o KT 2 e ) 917-696-0027
g (-5 Iy k= o= S Mauricekinani@aol.com
to place your order

All USA Premium Channels

English, Arabic, South Asian, Polish, Portuguese, Spanish, Sports, Italian, French, International, Ukrainian, Greek,

Online Language Hub

Going back to your roots

Turkish, Hindi, Indian Sport, Pakistani Russian. The World's Premier Online Arabic Courses

24/7 Oldie TV Shows, Stand up comedy. Native speaking teachers residing in Lebanon

We offer: Private one on one lessons
Small group lessons
(by age groups)
Spoken Lebanese lessons
& (407) 212-2884
contact@onlinelanguagehub.com
https://www.onlinelanguagehub.com
We make learning fun

We also offer French and Spanish classes

Video on Demand

Arabic TV Series, Ramadan 2019, New Releases, 3D, Aflam, Frensh Movies, International Films, Drama, Comedy,
Action, Romance, Horror, Family, Documentary, Western, Adventure, Classic, Thriller, SCI-FI, Musical, Fantasy,

Animation, TV Series
IPTV Box Including Setup and Activation for $120,00

IPTV Monthly Subscription for all channels and Video on Demand for $25.00 ONLY..
Sam 718-812-5947




Kindly patronize the following with all your needs

Wood Finisher NY

Wood Firishing, Sprayving. ELHILOW & ASSOCIATES P.C.
Staiming. Glazing. Painting. Color
Matching & Antique Restoration. Attorneys at Law X
- Finishing Front Door Serving your legal needs in:
i‘g T = B Personal Injury, Real Estate, Business and Estates
: :9‘ Woodaimis ‘l(?l'l'l_\"('()l"l (”glll&ll LCOm
0 Call: (718) 614-2234 (718) 833-2100 (718) 833-0476 Fax

Serving New York and New Jersey

Free Estimate

TAXES ON POINT ASSOCIATES LLC

7011 3RD AVE
BROOKLYN, NY 11209

ELIO CHEDRAWI ’m GEORGES CHEDRAWI
ENROLLED AGENT | . l TAX PREPARER

T 718-535-7655 | | T 718-535-7655

C 718-490-4255 i Z | C 718-490-4237

F 718-535-7969 {_PROVIDER F 718-535-7969

EMAIL
TAXES@ELIOEA.NET

Cedar Abstract &

Settlement Services Inc.
259 - 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11209
718-745-1120

Joseph M. Elhilow, President

BK HovaL ONE

Auto Lease & Finance William Abou-Chrouch
royalonelecsing@gmaod.com

2268 East 15th Sireet
Brooklyn, NY 11229

(646) 284-2377

www . royalleasingny.cam

e Custom Window Treatments Center

e Decorative Fabrics ® Blackout ® Sunscreen

* We Measure, Fabricate & Install

e Visit Our Showroom * Free Decorator Advice

ROGER SHAMAS
C:(917) 682-1075 F:(718) 680-6858 |
americanwf@att.net 8211 5th Avenue | g |

The Custom House

139 Montague Street — Brooklyn Heights, N.Y.
Find us on Facebook — Phone: 718-643-6000

Find us on Seamless & Grubhub — we deliver!
Auvailable for weddings, christenings, birthdays, showers and holiday parties




