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SECOND SUNDAY  
AFTER THE HOLY CROSS 



Second Sunday after the Holy Cross 
September 28th, 2025 

Sun., Sept. 28  2nd Sunday after the Holy Cross 
   9 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners   
   11:30 am 40 Day for Michel Salem     by the Salem Family 
 

Mon., Sept. 29  NO LITURGY  
   St. Romanos (Rouhana the Cantor)  
 

Tues., Sept. 30   10 am Divine Liturgy  
   St. Gregory the Illuminator  
 

Wed., Oct. 1  10 am Divine Liturgy  
   St. Therese of the Child Jesus  
 

Thu., Oct. 2  10 am Divine Liturgy 
   Sts. Cyprian & Justina 
 

Fri., Oct. 3  10 am Divine Liturgy  
   St. Dionysius the Areopagite / St. Mother Theodore Guerin 
 

Sat., Oct. 4  10 am Divine Liturgy  
   St. Francis of Assisi 
 

Sun., Oct. 5  3rd Sunday after the Holy Cross 
   9 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners   
   11:30 am 40 Day for Aysar Safi     by Mr. & Mrs. Abdallah Safi 
 

Financial Standing August 2025 
Ordinary Income 
 Collections on Sundays & Holy Days: $10,138.15 
 Cathedral Stipends from Marriages & Funerals, Hall 

Rent, Candles, Breakfast, Luncheon, Raffle, Dues, Re-
ligious Education, Flowers ....$11,433.00 

 Total Ordinary Income:  $21,571.15 
 

Ordinary Expenses 
 Payroll, Gas, Electricity, Building Insurance and Medi-

cal Insurance, Leasing Equipment, TV, Phone, Inter-
net, Supplies for Church, Hall & Office, Postage, Reg-
ular Maintenance, Charity, Eparchial Appeal, Insur-
ance   $36,797.69 

 Total Ordinary Expenses:  $36,797.69 
 

 Total Ordinary Income vs Expenses:  -$15,226.54 
 

**************************************** 
 

Do you know? A couple of basic monthly expenses:  
The Monthly Eparchial Assessment & Bishop’s Appeal 
has increased from $2,125 to $2,670 a month starting 
January 2024.  
 

The Cathedral’s Building Insurance increased 14.3% 
in 2023,  7% in 2024 and 9% in 2025.  We are now 
paying $53,716 which will amount to $4,476.33 a 
month.  

Thank you for your contribution  
in helping maintain the Church  

and in planning different activities 

HELP LEBANON! 
 

Caritas Lebanon: Founded in 1972, Caritas Lebanon 
is the official socio-pastoral arm of the Catholic 
Church and is under the authority of the Assembly of 
Catholic Patriarchs and Bishops of Lebanon. Caritas 
Lebanon assists both individuals and communities 
through direct assistance to the poor, sick, refugees, 
victims of sex abuse and trafficking, and others in 
need. Caritas Lebanon is a member of Caritas Interna-
tional, one of the largest humanitarian networks in the 
world. Donate here.  
 
 
Tele-Lumiere / Noursat: Tele-Lumiere / Noursat, the 
“Television of Light,” is the first Christian Television 
network in Lebanon and the Middle East. It was found-
ed in 1991 by a group of committed lay people. Tele-
Lumiere / Noursat has become the daily bread and 
hope for the Christian minorities in the Middle East, as 
well as a source of peace for many viewers from differ-
ent denominations. Donate here. 
 
 
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul: Founded in 1833 by 
a group of young laymen, the Society of Saint Vincent 
de Paul is a lay Catholic organization of women and 
men who put their faith into action. The Society is very 
close to the people. Most parishes and villages have a 
Society that is active. From the start, the Society has 
been under the patronage of Saint Vincent de Paul, a 
great saint, well-known for his works of charity.  Do-
nate here. 

https://caritas.org.lb/
https://caritas.org.lb/
https://noursat-usa.tv/
https://noursat-usa.tv/
https://stvincentlb.org/donate/
https://stvincentlb.org/donate/


CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MYO Welcome Evening  
The MYO will have a welcome evening on Saturday, September 27th, at 5 pm.  
 

Maronite Catholic Formation  
Maronite Catholic Formation (Sunday School) classes began on Sunday, September 21st, at 10 am.  Please register your 
child here.   
 

Arabic Class Registration 
Adult Arabic Class registration has begun. Please see Leila Vogl if you are interested.  
 

Order of St. Sharbel Sunday  
This year, October 12 is designated as “Order of Saint Sharbel Sunday” in our Eparchy.  On October 12, all Maronite 
parishes will be promoting the Order. The Order of Saint Sharbel is vitally important in providing financial and spiritual 
support for our seminarians, who are crucial for the future of our Maronite Church.  This year we have three men pre-
paring for the priesthood for our Eparchy.  Please prayerfully consider joining the Order. You may enroll online  here.  
 

Save the Date 
The Knights will have a Sajj breakfast on Sunday, October 26th, after the Divine Liturgy.   
 

Pilgrimage in the Footsteps of St. John Paul II 
Join us on an 11-day/9-night pilgrimage to Eastern Europe In The Footsteps of St. John Paul II from October 06–16, 
2025, including Prague, Wroclaw, Krakow, Wieliczka Salt Mines, Auschwitz, Wadowice, Brno & Vienna. $4,298 per 
person/double occupancy, including airfare from New York.  Please call Marleine 1-917-608-2996 or Tony 1-917-206-
3995. 
 

Finance Council Recommendation 
The Finance Council has recommended that parishioners set up their Church donation as an automatic payment. You 
may also make your contribution online by clicking here.  It was determined that a minimum of $150.00 per household 
a month will help meet the Church’s budget.  
 

Vocation Team Initiatives 
The Vocation Team is starting a new initiative to foster and promote a culture of vocations in our parishes with a voca-
tion form that Bishop Gregory would like everyone to consider completing. Please click on the link and consider  sub-
mitting a name of one or two young people, whom the Vocation Team can pray for, and possibly accompany on  their 
vocation journey. The Vocation Team and Bishop Gregory will intentionally pray for those whose names are submitted, 
and, if given permission, we will follow up with them to see how we can support them in their ongoing discernment.  
Please click here for our vocation prayer card and icon to aid our young people, families, and parishes to come together 
as the Body of Christ to pray for vocations. 
 

Maronite Servants of Christ the Light Monthly Discernment 
The Maronite Servants of Christ the Light are now hosting monthly 
discernment calls via Zoom for single young adult women (ages 18
-39) discerning their vocation and open to learning more about the 
call to religious life.  If any young adult women are interested or 
have questions, they are welcome to reach out to Sr. Therese Ma-
ria, Vocation Director, by email or by calling 508-996-1753.  More 
information can also be found on the website here.   
 

Sixth Pastoral Letter of Bishop Gregory Mansour  
The Man of God Is a Man for Others is the most recent pastoral 
letter of Bishop Gregory.  The Bishop said, “The words were born 
in my heart out of love from one man to another. But I hope my 
words will also be helpful to women as well.”  Please click here to 
read the letter. 
 

Bulletin Advertisements 
Business owners, you may advertise your businesses in the Church 
bulletin that reaches over 600 households via email.  For more in-
formation click here or call the rectory at (718) 624-7228.  
 

Cedar Remembrance Tree 
Parishioners and friends can now remember their deceased and 
honor their living with their names on the commemorative tree lo-
cated in our Cathedral Chapel vestibule. Please click here for more 
details. 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Rhi1q0zqG0mVWqwYovHPj5PJC2SK_91OhCM1KgcEBQVUMUU3WVpYWUdHR1dFUEFONklERE4xR0xLWC4u&origin=lprLink&route=shorturl
https://www.orderstsharbel.org/
http://ololc.org/index.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYOeS9Ud8_7cMG4YFgVtqMvJwI-5aEIjj2YTjbpQ40ewMQTA/viewform
https://www.stmaron.org/eparchial-news/cir-25-57-vocations
mailto:vocations@maroniteservants.org
maroniteservants.org
https://www.stmaron.org/press-releases/the-man-of-god-is-a-man-for-others-cir2350
https://www.stmaron.org/press-releases/the-man-of-god-is-a-man-for-others-cir2350
http://ololc.org/doc/weeklyad.pdf
http://ololc.org/doc/cathtree.pdf


 

Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral 
has been designated as a holy site for the 
2025 Jubilee Year. Catholics who visit the 
Cathedral with a sincere heart free from 
attachment to sin, and who fulfill the fol-
lowing conditions, can obtain a plenary 
indulgence: 
1. Receive Holy Communion. 
2. Participate in the Sacrament of Penance 
(Confession). 
3. Pray for the intentions of the Holy Fa-
ther. 
 

A plenary indulgence grants the complete 
remission of all temporal punishment due 
to sin, restoring the soul to the purity it 
had at baptism. 

 

The Jubilee Prayer 
 

Father in heaven, may the faith you have 
given us  in your son, Jesus Christ, our 
brother, and the flame of charity enkin-
dled in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,  rea-
waken in us the blessed hope for the com-
ing of your Kingdom. 
 

May your grace transform us into tireless 
cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.  
May those seeds transform from within 
both humanity and the whole cosmos in 
the sure expectation of a new heaven and 
a new earth, when, with the powers of 
Evil vanquished, your glory will shine 
eternally. 
 

May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in 
us, Pilgrims of Hope, a yearning for the 
treasures of heaven. May that same grace 
spread the joy and peace of our Redeemer 
throughout the earth. To you our God, 
eternally blessed, be glory and praise for 
ever.  Amen. 



https://www.stmaron.org/seminary
https://www.stmaron.org/seminary


The Honorees 
 

Roger Shammas 
Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral 

Brooklyn 
 

Rita Makhlouf Kanaan 
Maronite Mission of Manhattan 

 
 

Roukos and Tacla Jacobs 
St. Sharbel Maronite Parish 

Somerset, NJ 
 

MORE DETAILS HERE 

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/embed/ticketing/1st-annual-benefit-dinner-for-the-sisters?modal=true
https://www.stmaron.org/eparchial-benefit
https://www.stmaron.org/eparchial-benefit
https://www.stmaron.org/eparchial-benefit
https://www.stmaron.org/eparchial-benefit
https://www.stmaron.org/eparchial-benefit
https://www.stmaron.org/eparchial-benefit


Sunday Readings 

 قراءات   اد  

 

Second Sunday after Holy Cross 
First Letter to the Corinthians 15: 19-34 
If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all 
people most to be pitied.  But in fact Christ has been raised 
from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 
For since death came through a human being, the resurrec-
tion of the dead has also come through a human being;  for as 
all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ.  But each 
in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming 
those who belong to Christ.  Then comes the end, when he 
hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has de-
stroyed every ruler and every authority and power.  For he 
must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 
The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  For ‘God has put all 
things in subjection under his feet.’ But when it says, ‘All 
things are put in subjection’, it is plain that this does not in-
clude the one who put all things in subjection under him. 
When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself 
will also be subjected to the one who put all things in subjec-
tion under him, so that God may be all in all. 
Otherwise, what will those people do who receive baptism 
on behalf of the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why 
are people baptized on their behalf?  And why are we putting 
ourselves in danger every hour?  I die every day! That is as 
certain, brothers and sisters, as my boasting of you a boast 
that I make in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
If with merely human hopes I fought with wild animals at 
Ephesus, what would I have gained by it? If the dead are not 
raised, ‘Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.’ 
Do not be deceived: ‘Bad company ruins good morals.’ 
Come to a sober and right mind, and sin no more; for some 
people have no knowledge of God. I say this to your shame. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew 24: 1-14  
As Jesus came out of the temple and was going away, his 
disciples came to point out to him the buildings of the tem-
ple. 
Then he asked them, ‘You see all these, do you not? Truly I 
tell you, not one stone will be left here upon another; all will 
be thrown down.’  When he was sitting on the Mount of Ol-
ives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, ‘Tell us, 
when will this be, and what will be the sign of your coming 
and of the end of the age?’  Jesus answered them, ‘Beware 
that no one leads you astray.  For many will come in my 
name, saying, "I am the Messiah!" and they will lead many 
astray.  And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars; see 
that you are not alarmed; for this must take place, but the end 
is not yet.  For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes 
in various places:  all this is but the beginning of the birth 
pangs.  ‘Then they will hand you over to be tortured and will 
put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations because 
of my name.  Then many will fall away, and they will betray 
one another and hate one another. 
And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. 
And because of the increase of lawlessness, the love of many 
will grow cold.  But anyone who endures to the end will be 
saved.  And this good news of the kingdom will be pro-
claimed throughout the world, as a testimony to all the na-
tions; and then the end will come. 

 الأحد   ااني ب   عيد   صلد   اا  ل 

  19:15-34 رسياة   ااّدسلب   عااب   الأااأ   قاأ          ار  ب
َُ    ِ ن ِ    فيرْا و    إ   َرِِ ن ََ حو   فيِ يِاحو   تِ ذن ِِ   َ    ِ و ي سَت   فيِ ذو نُ   نَرْا   رِمن يا   خوَتِيو إ   خو

يُ ِ عو يُ!  سِن َِتِ   مِانَتمِحَ   فيمْفمو و تِفكإ   ت وُ   فُِ ن نُ   ميِن ِِ   مِاِْ    و ي ُْ   فيِ ذو  .تِفيِ الَ    ِ
َُ   مويِاِ ََ    ا   ينَِت وُ    يِنام وَ   خورنذِا ِْ وَ   خورنذِاُإ   َمِوتِفذو ِْ ُِ   موتِفذو كِ   نِا ُْ   فيِ تن َمِوِ ا    ِ

تِفك يَإ  .فُِ ن يِا   فيسِ و يِو   ذيِ ن يَإ   نِ ِيويِ   َ    فيِ ذو ِْ   يَِ تكَ   فيس و  َنِِِ ا    رِْ َ   َ    يِ 
رن ِ    يِإ    و نْ   يو ِ ذو َِ    ُِ ي َِ    تِْ مإ   ُرِْ َ   فيمِانَتمِحإ   مَْْ   فيْ و ي نَلُّ   تِف و و   َ    مَينميِو س   فيِ ذو

يئو و   .ِ سو
نُ    َِ   فيَ  نيِ   خوي    ْو   ف َإ   معِن ِ    ِ ي َْ   فيِ ذو ُِ   يذَِ َو ين َُ   فيرَوِ،ايَِإ    و تِمعِن ِ    يويِ   ينَِت

وُ   تِمتَْحإ ا ِْ وَ   تنَلْ   ذَ ن ئاِذِ ِْلِ   نَلْ   مو ُِ   مِ ن    مِن نُ   يِ ن ويإ    ينَِت يِو    ِ ُرِْ َ       مَ ْ   يو ِ ذو

كِ   مِِ ِ ي  ِ فئو و   يِ ن َِ    ِ ن ي عِلِ   َْ   سِ و نُ   يِسن ك   . خوي     ِ َِتِ   فيِ تن ِْلَ    مَ   ِ َ تَو   يمَن وَ  .تي
ياَِس    ُِ   يِ تَلَ   فينو ي كِ   مِِ ِ ين ق   تِ و وَ   يِ ن َِ   َْ   نَلْ   ِ   اِ نَ َِ   يِ َ   نَلُّ   »يِ ِ ن    ِ او نَ َ 

َِ   يِ َ   نَلْ   ِ  َ«ِ  َ اِ نَ ِ    َ يمِنرو    ِْ   فيْ  ِو    رِْ َ   يذِن ُِ   فيتِفاو  .إ   َِ و
َِ يِ َ  اِ نَ َُ رفِنذَ َ يو ْ َ  ِ ََ فلٱمن اِ نَ يرئِو و يِ وُ نَلُّ ِ  َإ َِ و َِ يولٱمن او نَ تِ يِ   َ

ُِ   َْ   فينَلْ   َ    فينَلَ  َإ   ِ يْ    ينَِت  .نَلْ   ِ  ن
تِفكَ    ُِ فُِ ن نُ نِا تِفك؟ خو لو فُِ ن نُ  سِن ُِ  و ُِ ييِعِِْ َ ت ي تخو ْ َِِ ا ِف يفِنعِلَ فيْ و

ْ؟ نُ    سِن و،و ُِ    و ُِ    مِِ مفإ   َِ وِ ا فِ   ييِعِِْ َ ت ََ    رِنفذَِرِا   نَلْ    يِ تََ ت إ   َِ وِ ا ِف   رعَِمَو َُ ترِ ن
ِْم؟ َِ وَ   يو  يِو   يذَِت ِ     ذِاِ  مو   مونَْ   َ    فيِ ذو نَ نُ   َِ تِحإ   موِ ا   ي     و نَ َْإ    يُِِّ،ا   فوو  مَنذو

ْ كِ   نَلْ   يتِن  .مِمَورِاإ    رَِو     تَِفسو َ   فيِ تن
نُ    َُّ   رفِنَو   ي ؟   تخو ِ يَْإ   َو وَ   مِِ مو امِ نكَ   فيتََ تأِ   َ     َِذَِ إ   يورِايِ َِ نُ   نَرنكَ    خو

تِفكَ       يِ تََ تُإ   َِ نرِوننَلن   تِرِ نمَِإ   ُرِْرِا   ِ  مف   ذِرَِ تك ُِ   فُِ ن  !نِا

َةِ   فيذْ ويِ َ نَ ُْ   فيَ عِاِ مِفكو   فيذْيَوئَِِ   يفَنذو َ   فُِ  !    ياِو ُّتفإ   خو
ُِ   ْإ    مِتَلَ   ِ فِ    ِ، تَ ْ   يِسن رننَ ا    و ُْ   معِنام وتَفإ   ًَِو ِْ نَ ْ   مواييْ نتِلاإ   ت    يِ  يِن وظَتف   مَ تَمنَِ

سِايونَْ نَ  !وو
 

  1:24-14 ق جل    ااّدسلب     سأ

وَ    ُِ   رظِِمِحَ   خوي     مِنرويِ يتَ ي حََ   يَ نفو ر َ   يَِ و ُِ   فيِ،يننِلو   تِ اِ ق   َِِ رِا    و مِجِ   يذَِت َ    و َِ

َِ   تمِالِ   يَِ،ْس     .فيِ،يننِل نُ   »َِوسِِا ُِ   ِ ِف   نَ ْ ؟َ    يِِ لْ    مِتَلَ   ينَِْس   يِ  ِ    يرِنظَمت

َِرِا   ِ سِمل   ِ      ِ سِمو   خو ْ   تيرَن َِ  .«ييَنمِيِ   
ي َ          رنفومِف و   ماِئو يُس    رن َ   فييَْ و ييتَُإ   ِ رِا    و َْ َِتِ   سِايو ل   ِ      سِمِلو   في  »تَيِ ا   

وَ   فيعِايِْ؟ يئويِ   تروِ،ايِ وِ ِ   ِ َِ ََ   ِ سو َُ   ِ ِفإ   تِ ا     .«ملَن   يرِِا   ِ يِ    ينَِت

َِ   يذَِت َ   تمِالِ   يَِ،ْس    ْ    ِِ  »َِوسِِا نُ   ياَو نَْ ُِ     !خو ن مَِتف    ِ ُِ   ذِيِونيتَ َنِمويمَت

يُ»موٱذن و    مِائو يُس    ُِ   فينِمويمو يِإ   تياَو ُّت َِتِ   فيِ ذو  . رِِا   
نُ    َ   مَ ْ    ِ متَفإ   َ يعِو مِامو   َ مَتَإ    رَنظَمَتفإ       يمِن نَ ِ وَ   تموو ُِ   موَ مَت ِ عتَ فِ   يذِن تذِتن

نُ   ييِنذِكو   فيرَوِ،ايََِ   معِن  َ ثِ   ِ ِفق   تينو َْ    َْ َل   ِ       َْ َإ   تِ  ن ِنَِل   ِ        !يِ ن ذِيِ تَ
ُِ   ِ يْ إ لَ   َ     ِِ انو وَ  َِ َُ   ِ سِاِ اكل   ت  ِ  ن نَِِإ   تينَِت

َِاَ  .تِ ِف   نَ ُّ     تِْلَ   فيِ 
لو    نُ    سِن وْ    و ََ   فَُِ  ي ْ   سِ و اَنَ يلإ   تيِ نيَ تَرنَِْإ   تيمَنرو ْ   خوي    فياَو يرئِو و   يذَن وَ ترنَِ  و

ََ      .  ذن و  اإ   تيمَنرو ْ   معِنام َْ   معِناََ، ينِ اُإ   تيذَن و وُ   فوو  ِ   ُِ يِ ُّ   فينِموينمَت يرئِو و   يِمن ت و

ا ْ   معِنام  .معِناََ،

يُ ُِ   فينِمويمو ُِ   تياَو ُّت ََ   نِ مَِِل   نِمويمَت مويِا َْ    رِن  .تيِ تَ

وْ   يفِنيمََ   ِ ِ مََْ   فينِموينميُ من  .تيونِمنمِحو   فوو

نَ َ ن  وَ   يِ مومن   خوي    فيرَوِ،ايِ نَ نُ   يِ  .تِ 
يَو   فَُِ ْإ   ت يرئِو و    وَ   نَ َوِ،ا   ِ ِ،اِ حم   يوسِ و نَترِ ََ   موًورنسيلو   فيِ  نَِتكو   ِ ف   َ    فيِ ذن مِ تينَن

نيو    فيرَوِ،ايَِ  يوِ
  



 

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs  

St. Charbel In Every Home 
 
 

Plaster on Wood  

Size: 12"x9" in 
 
 
Engraved Wood 

Frame  

Size: 81/2"x51/2"  
 
 
 
 
 

Statue  
Size: 24"x9" 

 
 
 

Please call or email  
Maurice Kinani 

917-696-0027 
Mauricekinani@aol.com 

to place your order  

Prearrangement Simplifies a 
Difficult Time 

Cobble Hill 
Chapels 

171 Court Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 

The Largest Facility in  
Downtown Brooklyn 

 

(718) 875-1640 

 

 



MEX CARROLL’S DINER 
192 Columbia St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11231 

 

GRAND CANYON BISTRO 
300 Schermerhorn St.   
Brooklyn, NY 11217 

 

 



  

 

 
 

ELHILOW & ASSOCIATES P.C. 

Attorneys at Law 
Serving your legal needs in: 

Personal Injury, Real Estate, Business and Estates 
 

(718) 833-2100                 (718) 833-0476 Fax 
Serving New York and New Jersey 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cedar Abstract & 
Settlement Services Inc. 

259 - 86th Street 
Brooklyn, NY  11209 

718-745-1120 
 

Joseph M. Elhilow, President 

THE ARNAOUT FAMILY 
OF OUR LADY OF LEBANON 

 
PLACE YOUR AD HERE  



 
 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE  



 
 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE  


