
 

Our Lady of  Lebanon Maronite Cathedral 

113 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 

(718) 624-7228 | ololc.org |  

cathrectory@verizon.net  
In an emergency, call: (202) 829-4779 

     (910) 988-2421 

 

The Most Reverend Gregory J. Mansour, Eparchial Bishop 

The Very Reverend Dominique Hanna, Rector 

The Reverend Chuck VanHeusen, Assistant Rector  

Subdeacon Norbert Vogl  

SUNDAY OF THE BIRTH  
OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 



Sunday of the Birth of John the Baptist   
December 7th, 2025 

Sun., Dec. 7  Sunday of the Birth of John the Baptist / St. Ambrose  
   9 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners   
   11:30 am for Michel Hitti      by Antoine Hitti  
 

Mon., Dec. 8  10 am Divine Liturgy of the Feast of the Immaculate Conception  
   7:30 pm Divine Liturgy of the Feast of the Immaculate Conception  
 

Tues., Dec. 9   10 am Divine Liturgy  
   St. Francis of Paola 
 

Wed., Dec. 10  10 am Divine Liturgy  
   Pope St. Miltiades  
 

Thu., Dec. 11  10 am Divine Liturgy 
   St. Daniel the Stylite 
 

Fri., Dec. 12  10 am Divine Liturgy  
   St. Spyridon the Wonderworker / Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 

Sat., Dec. 13  10 am Divine Liturgy  
   St. Lucy 
 

Sun., Dec. 14  Sunday of the Revelation to Joseph / St. Nematallah El-Hardini  
   9 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners   
   11:30 am for the Intentions of the Parishioners  

Financial Standing November 2025 
Ordinary Income 
 Collections on Sundays & Holy Days: $9,851.00 
 Cathedral Stipends from Marriages & Funerals, Hall 

Rent, Candles, Breakfast, Luncheon, Raffle, Dues, Re-
ligious Education, Flowers ....$38,390.41 

 Total Ordinary Income:  $48,241.41 
 

Ordinary Expenses 
 Payroll, Gas, Electricity, Building Insurance and Medi-

cal Insurance, Leasing Equipment, TV, Phone, Inter-
net, Supplies for Church, Hall & Office, Postage, Reg-
ular Maintenance, Charity, Eparchial Appeal, Insur-
ance   $44,611.93 

 Total Ordinary Expenses:  $44,611.93 
 

 Total Ordinary Income vs Expenses:  $3,629.48 
 

**************************************** 
 

Do you know? A couple of basic monthly expenses:  
The Monthly Eparchial Assessment & Bishop’s Appeal 
has increased from $2,125 to $2,670 a month starting 
January 2024.  
 

The Cathedral’s Building Insurance increased 14.3% 
in 2023,  7% in 2024 and 9% in 2025.  We are now 
paying $53,716 which will amount to $4,476.33 a 
month.  

Thank you for your contribution  
in helping maintain the Church  

and in planning different activities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Darb Mar Charbel is a unique 130-kilometer long- 
distance pilgrimage-hiking trail project, developed by 
the Darbessama Association and implemented on the 
ground by the Lebanon Mountain Trail Association 
according to international standards and the best prac-
tices of world-class pilgrimage trails. 
 

The journey starts at the Monastery of Mar Antonios 
Qozhaya in the Qadisha Valley and concludes at the 
Our Lady of Lebanon Shrine, Harissa.  The path leads 
the pilgrim/hiker through Saint Charbel's many stages 
of earthly life and dwelling locations: birth, spiritual 
awakening, novitiate, ordination and his cenobitic and 
eremitic life.  
 

The "Darb" is a source of spiritual enrichment, cultural 
discovery, physical challenge, and an instrument of 
sustainable development for the trail's 40+ bordering 
towns and villages.  
 

The groundwork began in May 2024 and inauguration 
is expected in May 2026.  
 

Please make your donation here. 

https://www.darbmarcharbel.org/fundraising.php


CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Annual Bake Sale Sponsored by the Confraternity  
The Annual Winter Bake Sale sponsored by the Confraternity will take place on December 6th & 7th.  If you would 
like to help by baking goods or donating to the bake sale, please see Yolla Howayek, Mirna Abi Daher or Hala 
Maalouf.  The Confraternity will be having their Christmas Raffle.  The drawing will be on December 25th, after the 
11:30 am Divine Liturgy.   
 
Season of the Birth of the Lord Retreat 
Sponsored by the Confraternity, the Cathedral will hold the Season of the Birth of the Lord Retreat on December 13th, 
starting at 9 am.  Everyone is welcome.   
 
Christmas Novena December 15th to 23rd 
Starting on December 15th until December 23rd, the parish will pray the Christmas Novena every evening at 7:30 pm 
except Sunday. The tradition of praying nine days before Christmas is a great way to be prepared to welcome God 
among us. 
 
Family Christmas Party  
Sponsored by the Sunday School, the Cathedral invites all parishioners to a luncheon to celebrate Christmas on Sun-
day, December 14th, in the Church Hall.  Families are welcome, especially the kids, for a fun afternoon with Santa 
and other surprises.  During the 11:30 Liturgy that day, the children will enact the Christmas story. 
 
75th Year Anniversary of the Bible Society 
Under the patronage of His Eminence, Bishop Gregory Mansour, you are invited to a special private dinner to cele-
brate the 75th diamond anniversary of the formal registration of the Bible Society, Lebanon.  The dinner will be held 
on December 11, 2025, at Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral at 7pm, and will include an update on the Society’s distri-
bution of 100,000 Special Edition New Testaments to celebrate Pope Leo’s visit to Lebanon.  Please email the Church 
if you are coming.  
 
Fr. Chuck and Marie VanHeusen Farewell and Gratitude Luncheon  
The Cathedral will hold a farewell luncheon of gratitude for Fr. Chuck and Marie VanHeusen on Sunday, December 
28th after the 11:30 am Divine Liturgy.  All are welcome to thank Fr. Chuck and Marie for their 3 year ministry at the 
Cathedral.  Fr. Chuck has been assigned to serve St. Joseph Maronite Church in Olean, NY and will be departing with 
his wife Marie in early January. 
 
St. Maron Gala  
Please save the date for the 99th St. Maron Gala at El Caribe (5945 Strickland Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11234) on Satur-
day, February 7th. 
 
Finance Council Recommendation 
The Finance Council has recommended that parishioners set up their Church donation as an automatic payment. You 
may also make your contribution online by clicking here.  It was determined that a minimum of $150.00 per house-
hold a month will help meet the Church’s budget.  

Christmas Flower Donations 

Mrs. Phyllis Simon   In Memory of the Simon & Raphael Families 

The Shakal Brothers   In Memory of John & Helen Shakal  

Mr. & Mrs. Samer Estanbouli  In Memory of Youhanna (Jean) & Isabelle Aouad & Hani Estanbouli 
           & Nadia Helou Aouad  
 

Michael Chawki    For the Well-being of the Family of Michael & Hweida Chawki 

Mrs. Marian Ciaccia   In Memory of the Dahadi & Ciaccia Families  

Joe & Lorraine Padalino  In Memory of Linda & Najib Akel  

Mr. & Mrs. Emile Ayli  In Memory of Elias & Salimeh Ayli & Norma, Lambert & Vera Yueh 
 

http://ololc.org/index.html


 

Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral 
has been designated as a holy site for the 
2025 Jubilee Year. Catholics who visit the 
Cathedral with a sincere heart free from 
attachment to sin, and who fulfill the fol-
lowing conditions, can obtain a plenary 
indulgence: 
1. Receive Holy Communion. 
2. Participate in the Sacrament of Penance 
(Confession). 
3. Pray for the intentions of the Holy Fa-
ther. 
 

A plenary indulgence grants the complete 
remission of all temporal punishment due 
to sin, restoring the soul to the purity it 
had at baptism. 

 

The Jubilee Prayer 
 

Father in heaven, may the faith you have 
given us  in your son, Jesus Christ, our 
brother, and the flame of charity enkin-
dled in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,  rea-
waken in us the blessed hope for the com-
ing of your Kingdom. 
 

May your grace transform us into tireless 
cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.  
May those seeds transform from within 
both humanity and the whole cosmos in 
the sure expectation of a new heaven and 
a new earth, when, with the powers of 
Evil vanquished, your glory will shine 
eternally. 
 

May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in 
us, Pilgrims of Hope, a yearning for the 
treasures of heaven. May that same grace 
spread the joy and peace of our Redeemer 
throughout the earth. To you our God, 
eternally blessed, be glory and praise for 
ever.  Amen. 





Sunday Readings 

 قراءات   اد  

  

Sunday of the Birth of St John the Baptist 
  
Letter to the Galatians 4:21-5:1 
Tell me, you who desire to be subject to the law, will you 
not listen to the law?  For it is written that Abraham had 
two sons, one by a slave woman and the other by a free 
woman.  One, the child of the slave, was born according 
to the flesh; the other, the child of the free woman, was 
born through the promise.  Now this is an allegory: these 
women are two covenants. One woman, in fact, is Hagar, 
from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery. Now Ha-
gar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the pre-
sent Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children.  
But the other woman corresponds to the Jerusalem above; 
she is free, and she is our mother.  For it is written, 
‘Rejoice, you childless one, you who bear no children, 
burst into song and shout, you who endure no birth 
pangs; for the children of the desolate woman are more 
numerous than the children of the one who is married.’  
Now you, my friends, are children of the promise, like 
Isaac.  But just as at that time the child who was born ac-
cording to the flesh persecuted the child who was born 
according to the Spirit, so it is now also.  But what does 
the scripture say? ‘Drive out the slave and her child; for 
the child of the slave will not share the inheritance with 
the child of the free woman.’ So then, friends, we are 
children, not of the slave but of the free woman.  For 
freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and 
do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
  
The Gospel according to Saint Luke 1:57-66. 
Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she 
bore a son. Her neighbors and relatives heard that the 
Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced 
with her.  On the eighth day they came to circumcise the 
child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after 
his father.  But his mother said, ‘No; he is to be called 
John.’  They said to her, ‘None of your relatives has this 
name.’ Then they began motioning to his father to find 
out what name he wanted to give him.  He asked for a 
writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His name is John.’ And all of 
them were amazed.  Immediately his mouth was opened 
and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising 
God.  Fear came over all their neighbors, and all these 
things were talked about throughout the entire hill coun-
try of Judea.  All who heard them pondered them and 
said, ‘What then will this child become?’ For, indeed, the 
hand of the Lord was with him. 
  

  

 أحد   لد د   ّدح   

  

 21:4-1:5 رس  ة   ق ّد ّب    د ب   ل غ   أ        ّة

يو    َِّ وِتلوت،         و وَتوِ    وَِّ   يِ ي وْ يوِ   يو تِيو ق   ُوت وت،     ق    لَِّيويو   ، يِو يا   خوَ
يعِة  وْ اِعوتوِ   ، شِ يعِةق    اِِا   يعَِّ وْ  ، شِ

   ََ يِةق   تتِ، و وْ وِ   ، حِا ََ   او مَّْ،بييِ    مَّلاِوق   ت، و ِِاوِ   هو يوت ك    َِّ  إولهِو   اِ

 ِْ وِ   ،  و   .او
وِ    َِ   موِ عِ و   ، حِعَِق   تِ اِِا   ، يِم   او ََّ   تو و يةِو    ِِ وْ وِ   ، حِا  اِِا   ، يِم   او

َ وتِ و   ، تِ َّ ّْ و    ِموِ وْ   يواِ ّو وو      . .،  و ِْ و   تبِاحِ فَك    عِِا اَّ ِْ ت     ي و ِ   
وَ    وبعوموتَيةِق   تبوتِ   بِاحِْ  ُِ   يبِو يلاِ وَّ   حِمنِو   عو َ ،   او َِيوق   ِ هَّ لأوِِ    .ِ هَّ

شِبييِ    ِْ ِْ ق   تيوت، و و    وت وَ   ، عِ ُِ   ، يِم        مو  يلِا ِْ   ب ِ   حِمنِو   عو بِاحِ

وَبِا يةِو   ب ِ   ت تَِّ  وَ   .، ِ ا ويةِق   لألِهِِا        ، عوموت
لِا  ِْ ق   تبو ِ    وا  شِبييو   ، عوبَّياِ    هِو ِ    و ِْ يوت ك   . اِِا    وت َِّ لألِهِو   اِ

وَ ق » وْ لوييو تِ  صَّ َّْ َِ وعو  موا يِ ََّ  خولَّ وْ ، يِ   يَِّ يبِو وهِا ، عِاُو ِْ و ق  يِيِ خو َّ
وَ    وَّ    تِ  وْ   او ِ َِّ ِْ و    ِ ت حو َِنَّ    لأوِِ    تِ َِ   ، اِهَّ وهِا   ، يِ     يَِّ   ييِاِِ  يِيِ

حِة يفِِتّو وَ   او َّنو   .«  .، او وَ   ، تِ َّ وِي    تَِّ  تِ ق    إولِ ََّ  اِِا    لَِّيويق    يِ هِا   ،هو
وَ      ..خوعَّ   ِ هو وَ   يِ َّ وَ   موِ عِ و   ، حِعِ يللِويو     اِت وت ِِاوِ    و ِِاِا    وق    وِ ت 

ا ِِيِ و ِ   ،ضوِ    يَِّ   تَق    ِ  ْ   .، اِتَّ وتَِ   موِ عِ و   ، 
ياِ      وِ و   اِايِ،   يِِوتنو   ،  وِ يةِِ   تِ مَّلهِِاق   لأوِِ    مَّوِ    «ت  وْ وَ   ، حِا وْ  و َّ

 ِْ عو   انِ    مَّوو   ،  و وْ يِةو       يِ وْ لاِ    تَِّ َِ   .«.، حِا تِ ق    عَِّ ََّ خوي ،ق    يِ هِا   ،هو

 ِْ وَ   ،  و يِةق   منَِّ    تَِّ  وْ   .حِا
وَت،    ،ُ    ذِ َّمويوت،   خوي ،   ت    يعِوت  ْ ،ْ ِ    ً لاِ    ولمَِِِّ ِْ ِْ  ِ   ََّ ي ِ   ُِ خووِ   ، اِعو

يةِ وَ وْ   ، عوموت   .يَِِ عوتوِ    ولوي

  

  

 57:1-66 ل جّ    ق ّد ّب    د  

ل ا وِ    مَّ َِ يبِوَق    ِتِ ِ ِِ    و   .ييِِ   فِاِاوو   خو يصِاماِ
ت،    وْ و اِيهِو    هِِاق    ِ ِ َّ ِْ َِيِ     ِ   ََّ ُِ   ِ ِْ موها    وِِ   ،  وْ يْ،لوهِا   ت ُِِا نو   حو تعِاو

يو      . .اِعِهِ  يولوت،   ، صِموّ ق   تعِاِتَّ و   موذعَّ ََّ ت،    ويِ وِ وو   حِا يو   ،  اِاو ت     ، يتَِّ

ِِْياِ ك      . . مِويهو   فِ َِّ هو   تُِا ِ َِّ    وا  ً   يوتِ لاِ» أحِِامِ  .« . !   منَِّ   يوعِاِ

ً   موهيِ،     عَّي» ِِا وت،    هِِاك     ِ ََّ  .«     ِِ َِ        ُِْ،ميِو و   يو

يهِو  وَ    وَِّ   يوعِاّو ي ً    مِويهو   اِايِ،   يوْ ت،   خو  وْ   .ت شِِا

ِِيِ ك    ا   ت هو   يوتِ لاِ!» ِ بِ ِ    ِتَّ   او يعوهوي .«خوعَّ   . ِيعِحِِموت،   حِاو
وْ و     ق ِِبيِو   تيومِا ياِق   ت لَِّ بِ ِ    وعِالوهوق   تِحِعنِِ   يِيِ وْ ِِ أِ      يِو   فِ  ت لَّ يِِ ِ    حَِّ
وِنّو   بيو و    َِعِ   ، لاِذو   مو يق   تيِِ  يْ،لوهو ينو   حو ً   حِاو تَّ و    ب َِ  ،   ً يتِ   ِذعَّ

يةِ وَ وِنّو   حِمنِو   ، يهِوت وْ         ت   .،لأواو
موهو   ُِالو  ك    وَهو        ُبَِّ نِ   موي و ِ   يِ َّ ِ وِن    اِوَّ   عِاو ً   بيِ،   »تِاوِ    اا   ِ عِ

وِتو  ّ و   ِ ِاَ   اِعِهو  .«، ّ و َّنو    وَِّ   يِ ِْ وَ   ،  َِّ   يِ   .تِالِ
  



 

Kindly patronize the following with all your needs  

St. Charbel In Every Home 
 
 

Plaster on Wood  

Size: 12"x9" in 
 
 
Engraved Wood 

Frame  

Size: 81/2"x51/2"  
 
 
 
 
 

Statue  
Size: 24"x9" 

 
 
 

Please call or email  
Maurice Kinani 

917-696-0027 
Mauricekinani@aol.com 

to place your order  

Prearrangement Simplifies a 
Difficult Time 

Cobble Hill 
Chapels 

171 Court Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 

The Largest Facility in  
Downtown Brooklyn 

 

(718) 875-1640 

 

 



MEX CARROLL’S DINER 
192 Columbia St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11231 

 

GRAND CANYON BISTRO 
300 Schermerhorn St.   
Brooklyn, NY 11217 

 

 



  

 

 
 

ELHILOW & ASSOCIATES P.C. 

Attorneys at Law 
Serving your legal needs in: 

Personal Injury, Real Estate, Business and Estates 
 

(718) 833-2100                 (718) 833-0476 Fax 
Serving New York and New Jersey 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cedar Abstract & 
Settlement Services Inc. 

259 - 86th Street 
Brooklyn, NY  11209 

718-745-1120 
 

Joseph M. Elhilow, President 

THE ARNAOUT FAMILY 
OF OUR LADY OF LEBANON 

 

 
PLACE YOUR AD HERE  



 
 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE  



 
 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE  


